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Retired Fire Fighters to Fire Cancer
Retired Professional Fire Fighters Cancer Fund to Support American Cancer Society Research Program 

BINGHAMTON, NY (November 7, 2007) – The American Cancer Society is pleased to be partnering with The Retired Professional Fire Fighters Cancer Fund, Inc., a new organization based in Binghamton, NY which will raise funds for cancer research.  The Fund will primarily support research in the areas of lung, bladder, kidney, colorectal, testicular, brain, breast, leukemia, multiple myeloma and non-Hodgkins lymphoma.  The American Cancer Society is the largest non-government, not-for-profit funding source for cancer research in the United States.

Retired City of Binghamton Fire Fighter William H. Newland launched the organization earlier this year after experiencing the loss of friends, family and fellow firefighters to cancer.

“The Retired Professional Fire Fighters Cancer Fund will raise funding for research for specific cancers which not only effect firefighters, but all of mankind,” said Newland.  “As a retired professional firefighter and former Union President, I know that firefighters have a long history of caring and giving.  Together, we can make a significant difference by supporting research to develop better earlier detection methods, more successful treatment programs, and hopefully one day, a cure for all forms of cancer.”

The American Cancer Society’s Research and Training Program has funded 40 Nobel Prize laureates since its inception in 1946, during which time it has invested about $3.1 billion in cancer research, much of that focusing on the work of promising new investigators.  Currently the Society is funding 887 multi-year grants worth $446 million.

“The American Cancer Society’s research program is considered to be one of the best in the world,” said WHO at the American Cancer Society.  “Our researchers have been part of every major cancer discovery in the past century including mammography, the PSA test, the Pap test, the discovery of Gleevec and tamoxifen, and the discovery of the structure and sequencing of DNA.  We are proud of our researchers, and the work they are doing will surely lead to more breakthroughs in the future.  Partnering with The Retired Professional Fire Fighters Cancer Fund will allow us to fund even more energetic and brilliant researchers and their potentially life-saving projects.”

The Retired Professional Fire Fighters Cancer Fund will focus fund raising efforts on forming partnerships with active Fire Fighter Unions, retired Fire Fighter Organizations, trade organizations, businesses, and individuals across the nation and beyond who all have the common desire to eradicate cancer.

If you would like to support the Fund, visit www.letsfirecancer.org or email William Newland, President of the Fund at letsfirecancer@aol.com 
For more information about the American Cancer Society’s research program, visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-ACS-2345.
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###
The American Cancer Society is dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health problem by saving lives, diminishing suffering and preventing cancer through research, education, advocacy and service. The American Cancer Society Eastern Division has 46 community-based offices, involving thousands of volunteers throughout NY and NJ.  For 24-hour cancer information, call toll free 1-800-ACS-2345 or visit www.cancer.org/nynj
